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of the French army that the encounter has often been called the " Battle of the Spurs," although the French object to this name, as they were told not "to give battle/'
The contest had lasted for six hours, and 7,000 men are said to have been left upon the field, yet, as Sismondi remarks, " it was in fact indecisive and useless to the apparent victor/5
When Maximilian returned to Ghent, he had a triumphal entry, for he was met at the city gate by his wife and infant son, and greeted by the hearty welcome of the citizens as he rode home through the streets with his boy in his arms. For the moment he was the popular hero, but he was unable to make any practical use of his success, which was followed soon after by the disastrous capture of the Flemish herring-fleet, which supplied most of Europe with salt fish. This was a fortunate exploit for the French navy, to which Louis XI had devoted much care and interest. He had also greatly improved his army by replacing the (f free-archers " with a new body of heavily armed infantry, raised by taxes on the various cities of France, which now had to contribute money instead of men. To the foresight and talent of this King, his successors were indebted for their victories on the Continent.
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